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“Dklabons State gave ne the wherewithal to be successful and bhappy in my life-
timie, I've gone to swork happy every day of sy life.” — Wally Funk ‘6o, educanon

IANNG HHON

water injected into my cars o induce
wertigo. That was probably the hardese
test for me to gake.”

Each candidate spent a week under-
going nearly a hundred physical and
mental endurance esrs that ranged from
swallowing three feer of rubber hose for
gastric analyses to electric stimulation
of nerves, Needles, not tape, connected
electrodes o the candidare’s head, arms,
legs and other areas to monitor physi-
ological changes.

*The Lovelace Clinic wasn't fior
peaple who were ‘normal,’™ she says,
straight-faced., I didn’t know chey could
do such things o vour body,”

And when the program abruptly
ended, Funk ook the ininative 1o
proceed independently with the space
sarnulation tests.

She traveled o the University of
Southern California o experience gravi
tational forces in a spinning centrifuge
and was the first female to rake the high
aleitude chamber rest ar El Taro Marine
Caorps Base,

“You should kave seen all those
noses pressed to the glass o see what
woubd happen,” she says, “MNaothing
happened. | just passed.”

Growing up a skilled ourdoors-
woman in Taos, M., Funk loved
canmp and hunt and o comperte in shoot-
g and snow skiing events.

Fear never entered her mind, she
says, because her parents raught her
how to educare herself rather than fear
things she didn'r understand. “Fear was
not a part of our family,” she says. “My
parents emphasized educarion.”™

At 5, she jumped off the family barn
thinking her Superman cape would
enable her to fly — uneil she landed in a
haystack. =1 didn't understand graviry
yet,” Funk says.

Ar L&, when a broken back ended
her dream of qualifying for the
Olympics in snow skiing, she turned her
attention o aviation ar Stephens College
in Missouri.

Flying with the school's Flying Susies
at collegiate Mlight competitions, she
noticed the Flying Aggies consistenthy
winning the top awards, =1 saw 5L
Flying Aggies walk off with all the
trophies and thought thar’s where 1 want
o e

Alpha Chi fJ-'rlf‘.L_u affered mumerous
apporturitics for formal dances, bur
ro Wally Funk norbing compared to
thre frecdom of the skies.

Adrer graduaring from Stephens, she
enrolled at OSU. Thanks to her BEREr-
oars parents, Funk few nearly every day
while pursuing a degree in secondary
educarion,

Even her .{Iphn Chi Omega acrivinies
Nh‘d in COMPATISON [0 ﬂj'inf. "We used
1o hawve formal dances, and [ would go
and say my ‘howdy do's.” then | wenr
back to my room, changed chothes,
climbed out the window and went
Mying.” she says.

“1f you really wanted o fly, you had
to have the love and passion for ir,

=L orm pering with and being a
member of the Flying Apgies was abso-
lutely wonderful,™ she says. “The cama-
raderie was fantastic,

“We had a great instructos, Tiner
Lapsley, whe drilled ws every weekend
to make the team the best it could be.”

He also prepared Funk 1o become a
successiul Highr insrructor,

“Teaching aviarion has been my life,”
savs Funk, who has mrained and soloed
thousands of pilors using Lapsley's ech-
nigques over the last §1 years.

“1 get a great feehing knowing I'm
producing good, safe piloes, whether
they po into the military, the corporate
waorld or the airlin-cn,' sAYE Funk, who
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Wally Frunk, lefi, lopes the theill and camaraderie of intermational and U5, racing.

She's participated in Fer favorite, the Palwis to Pine Air Race, for many years.

has taught ar nearly a dozen U.S. fight
schools. She's acenmulated more than
17,7000 flyang howrs, an impressive
number in itself that would be much
higher had she worked as a commercial
pilo, Funk applied ro three airlines
after carning her Airline 'I'r:ml.[mn
Raring in 1968 but, like other women,
wasn't accepred because planes lacked
“girls” bathrooms.”

When MASA finally began accepting
women in the late 1%70s, Funk applied
three times. Despate her impressive
credentials, she was turned down for
nor having an engineering degree or a
background as a rest pilor,

Bur nothing has stopped her from
exploring various intercsts in aviation,
She's flown all vypes of single- and
maulei-engine airplanes, single-engine
helicopters and even worked the
controls of hot-air blimps.

She's cowmipered in numerous rans-
continental races including the Powder
Putt Drerby (now Air Race Classic),
Pacific Air Race and the Bahamas Air
Race. Her favorite, the Palms oo Pines
Air Race from California to Oregon,
15 more like a reanion among friends
than a typical competition with fercely
guarded logistics, she says.

Ar 70, she continues o prepare
herself for apice ﬂjg|l1 and doesn’t let |1||:-
and knee replacements slow her down,

“1'm still going into space one day,”
says the 1995 Aviation Women's Hall
of Fame inducree whao lives in Trophy
Club, Texas.

In 20040, she relived the sensarion
of five g-forces at Star Ciry, a Russian
cosmonaut training center, where she
also wore'a 300-pound space suit and
learned to dock a spacecraft simulator
with an orhating space station.

She experienced the weightlessness
of space during 10 para bsalic Iiig'hn in
a Russian plane larger than the U.5.%s
space simulation airplanc. She is hoping
to be selected for a Russian space
Might through Space Adventures of
II."E"J:».hl|:|!.1I1:-|:|, n.C.

%0 when the opportunity for space
travel does arise, Funk will be ready.

And if it doesn't, she’ll be ready
ANVWAY,

Thar's her style, Funk decided long
AE0 10 iENOre SoCiety s stereotypes and
chart her own course.

“lalways knew | could do anything
I wanted t0,” Funk says. “I was ahead
of my time in everything | did.” £F
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Wally Funk, 7o,
COMTIMIES rain-
ing for space
rravel, Left,

she experiences
weightlessness in
Star City, Russia,
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